Among experts, there is unfortunately still much controversy surrounding Parental Alienation – particularly in Germany – and even outright rejection (see, for instance, Salzgeber in: Zeitschrift für Kindschaftsrecht und Jugendhilfe (ZKJ) 12 [2011] or Fegert in ZKJ 5 [2013] and ZKJ 10 [2013]). Major scientific works are completely ignored, for instance, Gardner, Sauber & Lorandos: International Handbook of Parental Alienation Syndrome – Conceptual, Clinical and Legal Considerations [2006]; Lorandos, Bernet & Sauber: Parental Alienation: The Handbook for Legal and Mental Health Professionals [2013], Baker & Sauber: Working with Alienated Children [2013], Fidler, Bala & Saini: Children Who Resist Postseparation Parental contact – A Differential Approach for Legal and Mental Health Professionals [2013], Clawar & Rivlin: Children Held Hostage – Identifying Brainwashed Children, Presenting a Case, and Crafting Solutions [2014] and others; or peer-reviewed articles in professional journals such as the Family Court Review, the American Journal of Family Therapy, or Neuropsychiatrie, in Psychotherapie in Psychiatrie, Psychotherapeutischer Medizin und Klinischer Psychologie, in Praxis der Kinderpsychologie und Kinderpsychiatrie, in Psicopatologia Clinica Legal y Forense, in Counselling Psychology Review, in Synapse : Journal de Psychiatrie et Système Nerveux Central, in Divorce et Séparation, in Actualité Juridique Famille, in La Revue d’Action Juridique et Sociale and others.
The debate appears very sterile. The key question is whether, in divorce or separation, there are fathers or mothers who manipulate their child in such a way that he or she permanently refuses contact with the other parent, and whether this has a pathological effect on the child's mental health.
From the psychiatrist's and psychotherapist's point of view, Parental Alienation, which occurs primarily in cases of high-conflict separation and divorce, is a disorder in children that results from severely manipulative misconduct by the parents or other important attachment figures. As I showed in my book "Parental Alienation und Parental Alienation Syndrome/Disorder – A serious form of psychological child abuse – with case examples" [Verlag Wissenschaft und Bildung, Berlin, 2012; expanded English edition 2013], creating PA in a child should be viewed as psychological/emotional abuse and can be linked to long-term traumatic psychological and physical effects on the personality development of the child and later the adult. 
This has been shown in empirical studies carried out in a number of countries and is reflected in relevant court rulings (such as by the ECHR in Strasbourg [Sommerfeld v. Germany [2003]; Koudelka [2006] and Zavrel [2007] v. Czech Republic; Plasse-Bauer v. France [2006]; Bianchi v. Switzerland [2006], Minecheva v. Bulgarie [2010], Bordeiana v. Moldavia [2011] and others; by the French national court of appeal, Cour de Cassation [June 2013] in France; rulings in the United States and Canada; and the Brazilian law on Parental Alienation [LAW 12318; 2010] or laws in other South American states, see "Parental Alienation Initiatives around the World" [Christian T. Dum, PhD, Chap. 13, in: Lorandos, Bernet & Sauber "Parental Alienation – The Handbook  for Mental Health and Legal Professionals", C. C. Thomas-Publ. Springfield, Il., USA]). 
At the recent WPA World Congress for Psychiatry in Madrid (14 to 18 September 2014), seven papers discussed Parental Alienation at length.
May I therefore urge you not to lose sight of Parental Alienation and not to forget the victims of Parental Alienation (young and adult children of separation and divorce, as well as affected fathers, mothers and grandparents).
Kind regards,
Dr. med. Wilfrid v. Boch-Galhau
Specialist in psychiatry, neurology, 
psychosomatic medicine and psychotherapy
